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2d.  Corinthians,  I.  3.  4. 

Ble(Jed  be  God  even  the  father  of  our  Lord  Jefu^ 
Chrifi^  the  father  oj  mercies,  a?id  the  Codof  all  com- 
fort. Who  comferteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation 
that  me  may  be  able  to  comfort  thoje  ivho  are  in  anv 
trouble,  by  the  comfort  ivh^reiuith  we  ourjelves  are 
co7nforted  of  God. 

THE  aife(fting  occafion  of  the  prefent  difconrfe, 
muft  be  frefh  in  the  minds  of  this  afTembly — It 
was  then  we  attended  to  the  houfe  of  (ilence,  what 
was  mortal,  of  the  affeclionate  and  beloved  wife,  the 
tender  and  faithful  parent,  the  amiable,  improving 
friend,  the  accompliihed  woman,  and  exemplary 
chriftian.  *  - 

However 

*  Mrs.  Sarah  King,  whofe  early  remaval  from  our  world  is  here 
lamented,  was  daughter  of  David  Austin  Efq.  of  New-Haven. 
She  was  born  July  24th.  1763,  and  died  on  May  17th.  1791,  at  the 
age  of  28  years  :  ftie  was  married  to  the  Rev.  Walter  King. 

Elefled  with  a  good  underftanding  and  amiable  difpofr ion,  flie  fo 
improved  a  virtuous  and  well  direded  education,  as  to  be  the  joy  of 
her  parents  and  crown  to  her  hufband.  To  the  accon-plifhmerts  of 
a  truly  amiable  woman,  was  added  a  happy  meafure  cf  chriftian  piety, 
which  was  beautifully  difplayed  in  her  domeflic,  and  all  other  rela- 
tions. 

Her  amiable  and  exemplary  manners  engaged  the  eireem  and 
friendfhip  of  her  acquaintance  :  and  they  promifed  themfelves  lafring 
comfort  and  advantage  from  her  company  and  example.  But  Heaven 
thought  otherwife,  and  infinite  wifdom  cannot  err.  From  the 
bloom  of  health,  ftie  fell  into  an  incurable  decay,  which  jn  about  three 
jnonths  put  a  period  to  her  life.  She  lived  with  her  hufband  fix 
years  and  three  months- — was  the  mother  of  three  children,  the  laft  of 
which  died  a  little  before  her :  the  two  eldeft  are  IHll  living.     She 

aid 


(     6     ) 

However  the  profpefts  of  earthly  happiHefs  may 
engage  the  heart  in  the  hour  of  profperity-r-rthe  iea- 
fon  of  adverfity  teaches  a  different  and  more  falutary 
lefTon.  This  loudly  proclaims  the  iitortality  ofman. 
At  the  folemnity,  to  which  we  but  now  referred,  wc 
muft  have  furely  felt  the  emptinefs  of  earthly  prof- 
peels,  and  the  importance  of  more  lading  good. 
For  though  it  is  only  the  experienced  in  afliiftionj 
who  can  enter  deeply  into  the  forrows  of  furviving 
relations  ;  and  the  heart  which  has  already  bled, 
that  bleeds  afrelh  in  the  affliiftions  of  a  friend.  Yet, 
death  is  the  lot  of  man,  and  few  are  exempted,  for 
,any  lepgth  of  time,  from  drinking  the  cup  q£  forr 
row.  Hence,  the  heart  which  is  apt  to  feel,  experi- 
(Cnces  the  woes  of  others.  Nor  do  the  principles 
and  profpecfts  of  chriilianity  prevent  this  fympathet- 
ic^;;rief,  but  tend,  in  feveral  refpedts  to  promote  it. 

The  religion  of  the  gofpel,  as  it  reipecls  our  fel^- 
low  men,  is  the  fpirit  of  univerfal  good  will.  The 
true  chriflian  is  united  to  the  good  of  others  ;  he  em- 
braces it  as  his  own,  and  feels  their  lorrows.  This 
is  emphatically  true,  with  refpeti:  to  his  particular 
friends,  whom  he  loves  for  their  virtues,  and  for 
-whofe  felicity  he  is  coaceri^ed.  Chriftianity  moreo- 
ver, very  much  foftens  the  heart,  and  feeders  it  fuf-  ^^ 
eeptible  of  the  mod  tender  impreiTions,  and  in  various 
reipefts,  increafes  the  tendency  to  fympathy,  ip  the 
affliftions  of  others.  So  foreign  from  truth  is  the 
imaginsLtion,  that  true  religion  will  diveft  ys  of  J:hb 

feelings 

,did  honour  to  chriftianity  iji  her  ficknefs  and  death,  as  {he  had  dou'^ 

in  her  life^ May  her  fui-viying  friends  who  mourn  her  removal,  be 

comforted  with  the  coAfolationsof  the  gofpel,  and  follow  her  wherein 

flic  followed  Chrift May  her  chjldren  rife  up  to  maturity  and 

cxtenfive  ufefulnefs ;  aad  \w  the  irritation  of  her  piety,   may  they 
cajll  her  bleffed. 
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feelings  of  natural  and  fecial  affections,  or  dlminifh 
their  ardor,  that  the  faft  is,  diredly  the  reverfe. 
And  were  it  not  fo,  it  would  furnilh  an  objcdlion 
to  chriilianity  not  eafrly   anfwered. 

It  will  be  enquired  then,  to  what  purpofe  is  chrif- 
tianity  revealed  to  man  ?  Or  what  profit  is  derived 
from,  the  religion  of  the  gofpel  ?  If  it  do  not  remove, 
bnt  enlarge  our  capacity  for  pains  ?  To  this  it  is  re- 
plied, that  chriftianity  is  indeed  a  fource  of  unboun- 
ded felicity  and  joy.  Not  by  rendering  us  unfeel- 
ing to  our  calamities,  or  to  thoie  of  others,  but  by 
iejarning  us  to  bear  them  ;  and  by  leading  us  to  thofe 
Springs  of  divine  fupport,  which  unfpeakably  more 
tlian  balance  our  forrows,  and  even  render  thofe  ve^ 
ry  forrows,  occafions  of  the  nioft  lafling  and  unmin- 
gledjoy. 

This  might  be  evinced  from  the  nature  of  the 
cafe — from  fcriptural  reprefentation,  and  the  experi- 
ence of  the  faints  in  all  ages  ;  and  it  will  be  abund- 
antly evident,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  difcourfe, 
in  which  it  is  propofed  to  con/ider  the  divine  fource  of 
confolation  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  for  the  fupport 
of  the  afflifted.  This  is  fummarily  contained  in  our 
text.  *'  BlefTed  be  God,  even  the  father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifli,  the  father  of  mercies  and  the 
God  of  all  comfort,  who  comforteth  us  in  all  our 
tribulation,  that  we  may  be  able  to  comfort  them 
who  are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  comfort  Vt^hsrev/ith 
we  ourfelves  are  comforted  of  God." 

The  holy  Apoftie,  experienced  In  affliclions,  js-nd 
partaking  abundantly  in  the  confolations  of  the  gp£~ 
■pel,  was  a  proper  perfon  to  lead  others  to  the  trac 
iource  of  comfort.     Lnpreiled  with  a  fenfe  of  divine 

me  rev. 
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mercYj  he,  no  fooner  introduced  his  addrefs  to  the 
church  at  Corinth,  and  through  them  to  all  in  every 
place  and  age,  who  call  on  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chriit  ;  but  he  breaks  forth  into  afcriptions  of 
praife  to  the  God  of  grace,  and  fhews  how  all  corrj- 
fort  is  derived  from  him  as  its  fountain.  The  moft 
fuperficial  attention  will  difcover  this  pafTage  to  be 
well  adapted  to  the  prefent  occafion.  We  Ihall  at- 
tempt to  illuftrate  its  feveral  parts,  in  the  following 
order,  viz. 

I.  Consider  the  divine  charadler,  as  it  is  difplay- 
cd  to  afnifted  iaints. 

II.  CoNsiDfciPv  the  way,  in  which  the  divine  cha-: 
rafter  is  dilplayed  to  them.     And 

III.  Why  God  thus  manifefts  himfelf  to  them  in 
afliiftion. 

I.  Then  we  are  to  coniider  the  divine  charadler, 
as  it  is  diiplayed  to  afflicted  faints,  in  general  ;  God 
is  manifcftcd  to  them  as  a  being  of  perfedlion,  and 
the  only  one  who  is  fo.  Their  afflictions  in  the  lofs 
of  earthly  friends,  imprefs  them  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
imperfeftion  of  the  moft  beloved  creatures,  and 
their  total  infufficiency  for  a  portion  to  the  foul  ; 
and  thus  lead  the  mind  to  look  to  its  God,  as  its  on- 
ly portion.  And  in  him.  they  find  all  that  fullnefs 
which  is  fought  in  vain,  from  creatures  the  moft 
lovely  and  beloved.  In  particular, 

I.  God  is  manifefted  to  his  afflifted  faints  in  his 
independent  and  uncham^eahle  exijience — the  Bein^ 
who  is  and  "  befides  whom  there  is  no  God,"j| 
which  leads  them  to  confefs  and  adore  him,  faying, 
"from  everlafling,  to  everlafting  thou  art  God:"  ^ 
thv  throne  is  ellablifhed  of  old,  thou  art  from  e- 
verlailing.  ^  As 

il  Ifaiah  44,  6.       §  Pr;i!m  90,  2.     «f  Pfalm  93^   z. 
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"  As  for  man  his  days  are  as  the  grafs,  as  a  fiower 
of  the  field,  fo  he  fioiirifheth,  for  the  wind  paiTetli 
over  it,  and  it  is  gone,  and  the  place  thereof  ihall 
know  it  no  more.  But  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  is 
from  cverlafling,  to  everiafting;,  upon  them  who' 
fear  him."  |j  "  Art  thou  not  from  everLaftinc-,  O 
Lord,  my  God  V  §  The  eternal  God  is  thy  re- 
fuge, and  underneath  are  the  everlafting  arms.''  % 
He  is  ftiied  by  the  Apoftle,  "  the  kinp  eternal,  im- 
mortal, invifible,   the  only  wife  God."  {|  jj 

The  divine  immutability  is  thus  declared,  that, 
*"  with  him  there  is  no  variablenefs,  or  the  leafc  ftia- 
dow  of  turning  :  §  §  when  the  creation  of  the  earth 
and  heavens  is  afcribed  to  him.  by  the  plalmiH:,  it  is 
added,  5[  ^  "  ^^^^7  ^^^^^  perifli,  but  thou  {halt  en- 
dure ;  yea,  all  of  them  fliall  wax  old  like  a  garment  ; 
as  a  vePcure  fhalt  thou  change  them,  and  they  ihall 
be  changed  :  But  thou  art  the  fam.e,  and  thy  years 
fiiall  have  no  end."  His  undessaed,  unchangea- 
ble, and  everlafting  exiflence,  is  abundantly  difplav- 
ed  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  to  his  afiiicied  faints  ;  and 
is  the  primary  foundation,  of  that  iiibmiiTon  and 
confidence  in  him,  and  tlioie  otlier  divine  and  holy 
affeclions,  which  their  trials  are"  dcfigned  to  pro- 
duce. 

2.  God  is  manifefi;ed  to  his  afiiifted  people,  as  be- 
ing prejent,  with  his  infinite  poiuer  and  wifriGm  :  tiic 
moil  excellent  and  efLeemed  among  men,  are  utter- 
ly unfit  to  govern  the  world,  for  this  reaibn,  among 
others,  they  are  prefent  only  in  one  place,  but  God 
is  prefent  in  all  places — their  power  is  \venkneis, 
and  their  wiiclom  folly  ;  but   with   him  is  unlimited 

power, 

II  P^Hm  103,  16,  19,  ij.  ^:  I-T:ihai-]''.!.k;  i,  12.  ^  Deui.  5'-,,  27. 
11  11    \  Timothy  i,  17.      §  §    j^-.e:  i,  17.      sj  &   Piiilm  lOi,  s6,  27. 
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power  ,  and  there  is  no  fearching  his  underP.anding  i 
thus  the  devout  pfahiiift,  "  O  Lord,  then  haft  learch- 
ed  me,  and  knovv'n  me  ;  thou  knowefi  my  down-fit- 
ting, and  up-rifing  ;  thou  underftandeft  my  thoughts^ 
afar  oif.  Thou  compaffefl:  my  path,  and  my  lying 
down,  and  art  acquainted  with  all  nly  ways.  For 
there  is  not  a  word  in  my  tongue,  but  lo,  O  Lord^ 
thou  knoweil;  it  altogether.  Thou  hafl  befet  me 
behind  and  before,  and  laid  thine  hand  upon  me*. 
Sueh  knowledpre  is  too  wonderful  for  me  ;  it  i^ 
high,  I  cannot  attain  unto  it.  Whither  fliall  I  go 
from  thy  fpirit  ?  or  whither  ftiall  I  flee  from  thy 
prefence  ?  If  I  afcend  up  into  heaven,  thou  art 
there  ;  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold  thou  art 
there  ;  if  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and 
dwell  in  the  uttcrmoft  parts  of  the  fea  ;  even  there' 
fliall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand  fhall  hold 
me.  If  I  fay,  furely  the  darknefs  fliall  cover  me  j 
even  the  night  fliaii  be  light  about  me.  Yea,  the 
darknefs  hideth  not  from  thee,  but  the  night  fiiineth 
as  the  day  ;  the  darknefs  and  the  light  are  both  a- 
like  to  thee." 

The  book  of  Job  is  full  of  manifeftations  of  the' 
divine  omniprefence,  of  God^s  infinite  wildom  and' 
poW'Cr  ;  efpecialiy  in  the  fpeech  of  Elihu  ;  but  a- 
bove  all,  in  the  addrefs  of  the  Moil:  High  to  Job. 
This  book  was  written  for  the  inflrudlion,  and  fup- 
port  of  afHifted  faints,  that  they  might  underftand 
and  iniitate  the  patience  of  Job,  and  learn  the  end 
of  the  Lord  in  their  alSiftions.  And  it  evident-* 
ly  appears,  that  a  clear  manifeftation  'of  thofe  di- 
vine perfcftions,  of  which  wc  are  treating,  was  the 
effeftnal  means  of  producing  that  holy  fubmilTion 
in  Job  j  which  anfvvered  the   divine   purpofe,   and 

led 
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led  him,  in  the  deepeft  felf  abafement,  to  cry  oat^ 
"  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thou  canft  do  every  thing, 
and  that  no  thought  can  be  with-holden  from  thee." 
*'  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but 
flow  mine  eye  feeth  thee.  .Wherefore  i  abhor  my- 
felf,  and  repent  in  dull:  and  afnes."  [| 

The  more  effedually  we  are  taught  the  infufFici- 
ency  of  creatures,  we  are  better  prepared,to  receive 
manifeftations  of  the  divine  fullnefs.  God  is  ple^- 
fed  to  feed  his  people  with  food  which  is  convenient 
for  them,  and  lead  them  to  fach  views  of  hinifelf  as 
are  adapted  to  tlieir  particuhir  cafe  ;  and  to  produce 
thofe  fpiritual  impreflions,  and  aileftions  which  will 
fit  them  for  his  fcrvice  on  earth,  and  for  his  king- 
dom in  heaven. 

g.  God  manifefts  himfelf  to  his  affli^fced  people, 
in  his  moral  perfections. 

We  are  not,  indeed,  to  imagine  that  the  infmitel'^* 
bluffed  God  is  compofed  of  parts,  like  his  limited 
creatures  ;  in  him  is  the  moft  perfe ft  unity.  His  in- 
finite moral  excellency,  expreffed  in  the  langua^-e 
of  man,  by  various  names,  mail  be  fuppofed  to  ex- 
ift  in  him  in  the  moft  abfolute  finiplicity.  Agreea- 
bly to  this,  we  are  taught  by  the  Difciple  whom 
Jefus  loved,  that  God  is  love..  §  By  which  we  are 
to  underftahd,  that  moral  per jeCtion  in  llim,  is  ex-' 
prelTed  by  this  name,  and  iummed  up  in  it.  But 
this  divine  love  is  expreiTed  by  various  names,  cor- 
refponding  to  its  manifellatipas  in  God's  providen- 
tial and  moral  government .  Hence,  the  fcriptures 
abound  with  reprefentations  of  the  holmejs  of  God, 
of  his  jiiflice,  of  his  goodnsfs,  ??iercy,  or  grace\  his 
truth ^  ^.nd  faithfulnejs ^  and  the  like  :  the  cxpreixions 

■  9f 

\\  Job4Zi  I,  2,  5,  6.     ^1,  Joiin  ^,  8,  j6. 
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of  liis  moral  excellence  afliime  different  names,  ac- 
cording to  the  objefts  on  which  they  terminate,  and 
the  ends  of  moral  government  immediately  propo- 
fed..  Hence,  / 

God  manifejis  himfelf.to  his  affiided  people  as  a  Be- 
ifig.ofperfed  holhtefs,  pr  righteoufnefs.  By  which 
is  to  be  underftood  the\moral  perfeftion  of  his  cha- 
racter exprefTed  in  the  government  of  the  world. 
That  he  is  fo,  appears  from  the  precepts  and  fane- 
tions  of  his  law,  and  the  difpenfations  of  his  provi- 
dence. 

Views  of  the  holinefs  or  rip-hteoufnefs  of  God,  as 
difplayed  in  his  moral  government,  are  brought 
home  to  the  minds  of  good  men  in  the  hour  ofad- 
verfity.  In  their  affiiftions,  they  know  by  e>:peri- 
cnce,  that  he  is  fuch  a  Being.  They  feel  the  ex- 
preffiors  of  his  righteous  difpleafure,  and  fay,  '*  it 
is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good." 

Abraham,  in  the  day  of  aiiiiciion  for  the  impend- 
'^ng  deftruftion  of  Sodom,  obferved,  jj  ''  fhall  not 
the  judge  of  ail  the  earth  do  right  r" 

Moses  alfo  in  the  fame  manner,  in  the  day  of  his 
affliction,  v^^hen  God  had  excluded  him  from  leading 
Ifrael  into  the  promifed  land,  and  alfured  him  that 
he  Ihould  die  in  the  wildernefs,  forhistranfgreffion  at 
the  waters  of  iVIeribah  ;  §  opens  his  lips  in  afcriptions 
to  God,  in  the  following  expreffions.  ^  "  Becauie  I 
will  publifti  the  name  of  the  Lord,  afcribe  ye  great- 
nefstoourGod.  He  is  the  rock,  &hiswork  is  perfed;, 
all  his  ways  are  judgment  ;  a  God  of  truth,  Sc  with- 
out iniquity,  jufl  and  right  is  he."  In  the  facred 
fcriptures,  the  ever  blelTed  God  is  frequently  fliled, 

Holy 

II  Genefis  i8,  25.  §  Numbers  20,  12,  and  Duet.  3,  23,  27. 
f  Deut.  32,  3,4. 
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liolv,  the  Holy  one,  and  the  Holy  07ie  of  Ifrael, 

JOB  in  his  ilngular  trials,  faid,  *'  the  Lord  gave, 
and  the  Lord  hath  taken  av/ay,  and  bleffed  be  the' 
the  name  of  the  Lord."  ||  Eli  fubmitted  to  the 
awful  denunciation  from  God  with  this  reply.  *'  It 
is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good."  § 
The  great  fcripture  direction  to  the  afflicted,  is  to 
acknowledge  God,  and  fabmit,  with  humility,  to  his 
holy  chaftifements  :  a  fummary  of  ail  diviue  direc- 
tions on  this  head,  is  contained  in  the  following 
iliort  fentence.  %  ^'  Be  ftill,  and  know  that  I  am 
God."  And  it  is  added  as  a  reafon  why  this  is  de- 
manded. '*  I  will  be  exalted  among  the  heathen  ; 
I  will  be  exalted  in  the  earth." 

Again,  God  ma?iifefts  himjelf  to  his  people,  in  their 
afflidion  as  the  God  of  grace,  Affliftions  lead  good 
men  to  a  more  clear  and  lively  fenle  of  the  great  e- 
vil  of  lin  :  of  coniequence  they  admire  the  divine 
mercy,  that  their  affliftions  are  no  greater — they  ac- 
cept the  punifhment  of  their  finS' — they  compare 
their  prefent  fufferings  with  their  juft  dcferts  and 
adore  the  mercy  which  faves  them  fl-om  hell  ;  then 
they  are  led  to  '^  fing  of  mercy  and  of  judgement." 
Moreover,  the  forrows  which  they  endure,  lead 
them  to  a  view  of  the  fuflerings  of  Chriil:  ;  with 
which,  theirs  admit  of  no  comparifon.  Thefe,  have 
a  powerful  influence  in  caufing  them  to  ''  look 
pn  him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn."  And 
by  this  view,  they  are  prepared  to  fee  and  admire 
the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  even  that  grace,  which 
reigneth  through  righteoufnefs  to  eternal  life,  by 
JelUs  Chrift  our  Lord."  The  truth  and  faithfulnefs 
of  God,  alfo  are  difplayed  to  his  people  in  the  hour 

of 
11  Job  I,  21.     §   I  Samuel  3,  iS.     q[  Pfalm  46,  10. 


(     H    ) 

of  trouble ;  they  e5^perirfientally  know  the  truth  of  his. 
threatenings,  in  the  evils  they  fiifFer.  When  God 
taketh  vengeance  of  their  inventions,  they  fay,  *•  Ex- 
alt the  Lord  oar  God,  and  worfliip  at  his  holy  hili  •. 
for  the  Lord  our  God  is  holy."  ||  And  they  learn 
to  '*  fear  that  glorious  and  fearful  name,  the  Lord 
our  God."  §  The  confolations  experienced  by  the 
pious  in  affliftions,  and  all  the  bleffed  frnits  of  chaf- 
tifement,  are  to  them,  a  joyful  confirmation  of  God's 
promifes.  Thus  tiie  Pfalmift,  *'  I  know,  O  Lord, 
that  thy  judgements  are  right,  and  tliat  in  faithful- 
nefs  thou  halt  afflided  me."  ^\ 

■  11.  The  way  in  which  God  manifefts  himfelfto 
afflifted  faints,  will  appear  by  a  view  of  the  fol- 
lowing particulars. 

I .  He  prepares  and  difpofes  their  minds  to  re- 
ceive divine  manifedations.  Such  is  the  malignant 
ijjfiuence  of  man's  apoflacy,  that  external  difpiays 
of  divine  perfeftion,  though  ever  fo  clear,  produce 
IM>  confiderable  impreffions  on  the  heart.  Wliate- 
ver  coriviftions  are  produced  in  the  corifcicnces  of 
unfan£lified  men,  by  objective  light,  they  are  ftill 
ftraugers  to  the  fpifitual  excellence  of  divine  things. 
*'*  The  natural  man  receiveth  not  tlie  things  of  the 
fy'iTit  of  God,  for  they  are  fooliilmefs  unto  him,  nei- 
ther can  he  know  them  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually' 
difcerned-.  J^  But  the  effedtual  agency  of  God,  by 
Which  the  mind  is  prepared  to  receive  divine  truth 
in  the  love  of  it,  is  compared  to  the  work  of  crea- 
tion and  illuftrated  by  it,  ||§  and  the  eifed  produ- 
ced is  rej^refehtcd  by  a  fecond  birtho  ^|| 

This 

!|  Pfalm  99,  8.     §  I^eut.  zS,  5?.     ^  Pfalm  119,  y'l- 
b  I.  Cor.   2,  14.       IK  2-  Cor.  4,6.     Epliefians  2,  10  ;  and  4,  24.— 
ColofT.  3,  1.0,  with  Pfalm  51:  ic.       ^1|  John  1, 13.— Ghap,  3,  3,5. 
and  1.  Peter  1,  23. 
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This  being  fo,  the  manifeAations  which  (jod 
makes  of  himfelf,  in  his  word  and  providence,  af- 
ford divine  fupport  to  thofe  whofe  hearts  are  thus 
prepared  to  receive  them. 

The  change  in  the  mind,  produced  by  the  agetlcy 
of  God,  prepares  them  for  all  correfponding  imprei^ 
(ions  and  exercifes  ;  and  in  particular  for  thoity. 
which  divine  manifeftations  in  alHiclion  are  fiiited 
to  produce.  Hence, 

God  lea.ds  his  afliiiied  people  to  view  him'  as  the- 
fountain  of  all  enjoyment  ;  fo  that  they  are  ftill  hap- 
py in  him,  though  deprived  of  all  created  friendsi 
The  feelings  of  aiflifted  faints  are  expreired  by  th6 
infpired  pfalmift,  in  the  reprefentation  of  his  own 
confolation,  in  the  view  of  forrows  and  death,  || 
**  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is 
none  upon  earth  that  I  defire  befides  thee.  My  flefli 
and  my  heart  faiieth  :  but  God  is  the  llrength  of  my 
heart,  and  my  portion  forever." 

The  independent  and  unchangeable  exipence  of 
God,  is  a  fource  of  joy  to  his  people  in  all  conditi- 
ons, but  efpccially  in  afliidion — when  the  mutable 
and  dying  nature  of  the  belt  created  friends,  is  moft 
fenilbly  experienced^  Then  they  reft  on  the  infi- 
nite fufficiency  of  God,  agreeably  to  the  words  of 
the  pfahniit  juft  quoted,  and  to  the  multitude  of  li- 
niilar   paiiages  in  thelioi}/-  fcriptures. 

The  fame  may  be  obferved  concerning  the  omni- 
prefence  of  God,  his  unlimited  power  and  know- 
ledge. In  thefe  he  comforts  the  hearts  of  his  afflic- 
ted faints  by  difplaying  before  them  his  fufiiciency 
to  know,  and  to  fupply  their  wants-  That  he  is  a 
God  at  hand,  and  not  a  God  afar  oif.    All  things  are 
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in  his  hand,  lie  doeth  his  pleafure,  and  none  can  flay 
his  hand,   or   fay   unto  him  what  doell  thou  ? 

But  more  efpecially  does  he  comfort  them  by  the 
view  of  his  moral  perfeftions.  The  lioliriefs  of  God, 
is  a  fource  of  confolation.  That,  "  tlieLord  reign- 
eth,"  is  comforting,  becaufe  his  government  is  per- 
fect, and  ''  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  will  do  right." 
It  is  alfo  comforting  from  a  viqw  of  its  nati\e  excel- 
lence, as  uniting  to  the  glory  of  his  name,  the  inte- 
refl  of  his  kingdom,  and  afRires  them  that  their  fuf- 
ferings  are  wiiely  ordered  for  thefe  moft  defirablc 
ends,  and  will  ifTue  in  them.  Hence,  though  as  for- 
rov^ful,  they  arc  always  rejoicing.  The  wounded 
heart  is  foothed  with  the  pleafurable  conviftion^ 
that  God  "  is  the  rock,  and  his  work  perfecV,  that 
all  his  ways  are  judgment  :  a  God  of  truth,  and  with- 
out iniquity,  yjii  and  right."  The  faints  rejoice  that 
'*  the  Lord  reigns."  That  inf  nite  perfection  orders 
eveVy  event,  and  condufts  all  for  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  goodofZion.  An  unfliaken  faith  in  the 
all-fufticiency  of  God,  and  the  perfeftion  of  his  go- 
vernment, fupports  and  comforts  them.  Moreo- 
ver they  learn  by  chaiiifement  the  evil  of  fm,  and  to 
judge  and  condemn  themfclves  for  it  ;  and  by  re- 
pentance and  reformation  to  cleave  to  God.  "^  Be- 
fore I  was  afilicled  I  went  aftray,  but  now  have  I  kept 
thy  word."  "It  is  good  for  me  chat  I  have  been 
aifiifted,  that  I  might  learn  thy  ftatutes."  ||  Afflic- 
tions wean  them  from  the  prefent  world,  embitter 
fm,  and  engage  them  to  watch  and  pray  left 
t'ncy  enter  into  temptation — they  fear  the  difplea- 
Ihre  of  God.  This  is  the  fear  of  love,  and  brings 
them  near  him — the   more  deeply  they  are  afflivTted, 

they 
!l  Pfalra  119,  67 — 71. 
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tliey  love  him  more,  and  dread  whatever  provokes 

his  diipleafnre.     Again, 

The  grace  of  God  manifejled  to  his  affiid^ed fa'mts ^ 
is  a  fburce  of  divine  confolation.  In  this  view  he  is 
filled  in  the  text,  "  the  father  of. mercies,  and  God 
of  all. comfort."  Becaufe  his  nature  is  a  boundleis 
foiirce  of  mercy,  and  all  comfort  is  derived  from 
him.  The  afRiftions  of  God's  people,  by  fliowing 
therii.  their  ill  defert,  make  them  feniible  of  the  mer- 
cies they  flill  enjoy  ;  that  they  are  ftreams  from  the 
fountain  of  unlimited  grace  ;  fo'  that  they  fing  of 
mercy  and  of  judgment — they  alfo  find  the  fupports 
of  chridianity,  under  fufferings,  which  render  them 
joyful  in  the  midft  of  forrow  ;  and  thus  extend  their 
fenfe  of  .divine  mercy,  and  incrcafe  their  confola- 
tion =  ■ 

.  God  alfo  manifefis  himfelf  to  his  affiifted  people, 
as  *'  the  father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,"  by  which 
he  comfbrts  tliem  in  all  their  forrov/s. 

■  This  divine  manifeftation  refpec^s  the  vv'-hole  cha-' 
rafter  and  work  of  .Cliriil.  That  incommunicable 
mode  of  divine  exiftence,  a  trinity  in  unity,  is  revea- 
led to  man,  with  a  particular  refpeft  to  it.  And 
without  the  knowledge  offuch  aperfonal  diftinftion." 
in  the  Deity,  we  could  by  no  means  conceive  of 
the  glory  of  the  R.edeemer,  as  *'  God  manifefl 
in  iieih" — partaker  of  both  natures,  divine  and  hu- 
man ;  arid  as  flich  qualified  to  be  a  mediator  between 
God  and  man,  to  make  reconciliation  for  tranfgrei- 
lions,,  by  his  atoning  facrifice,  and  able  to  fave  to 
the  uttermofl,  all  who  come  to  God  by  him. 

When  God  manifefts  himfeif  to  his  aiiiieled  peo- 
ple, as  the  iarher  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  he  com- 
forts tliem  m  all  their   tribulation,    with  the  know- 
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icdge  of  the  niitablencfs  of  the  mediator  for  the 
work  of  redemption,  his  aftual  appointment  to  th^ 
great  work,  and  its  accompHlbnlert  by  him. 

This  workof  Chrifi-  at  once  confirms  to  our  minds 
the  liochangeabie  rcftitude  of  God's  moral  govern- 
ment ;  and  diipiays  the  boundlefs  fulnefs  of  his  mer- 
cy ;  and  is  itfeif  the  higheil:  conceivable  exprefTioii' 
of  juftice  and  of  grace — juftice  in  fupporting  the  dig- 
nity of  God's  law,  by  the  obedience  and  death  of  his^ 
beloved  Son  ;  and  grace,  in  accompHfhing  this 
work,  as  the  iubditute  for  fmners,  that  they  might 
be  faved. 

:  The  punirbing  juftice  of  God,  difplayed  m  the 
death  of  Chrilt,  \.'s>juJiicefullof^race;  and  the  grace 
manifciied  in  the  redemption  of  (inners  hyxXy'i^ grace 
full  of  ivijdom  iind  jnjfice;  or,  it  is  **  grace  reigning, 
throngh  righteouinefs  to  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Cbrift 
our  Lord."  AiBided  iaints  are  comforted  by  this 
wiie  and  holy  grace  ;  they  dwell  with  abundant 
eonfolation  on  the  glory  which  is  brought  to  God  by 
the  work  of  redemption,  as  his  divine  perfeftions  arc 
harmonioully  difplayed,  his  charafter  fupported,  and 
the  piirpofcs  of  infinite  wifdom  and  mercy  accom- 
pliilied.  Here  aifo  they  rejoice  in  the  fafety  and 
happincfs  of  thcr  redeemed  church.  The  honor  of 
God  and  tiie  good  of  his  church  are  the  great  objects 
of  God's  people,  to  which  all  their  deflres  tend,  and 
in  which  the}'-  centre.  In  thefc  they  obtain  their 
chief  felicity,  and  amidfl:  the  forrows  allotted  them 
by  Heaven,  they  are  comforted  in  the  affured  belief, 
that  thefe  obje&s  arc  fccurcd  in  the  work  of  redempti- 
on, and  wiU.  be  accompiifhed  in  the  higheft  perfe(^i- 
on.  They  are  comforted  alfo  in  tribulation,  by  the 
faith  of  the  exaltation  and  glory  of  the  Redeemer. 

As 
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As  tb:ffy  partake  in  the  fnfferiDgs  of  Cfiirill:— i»  tiie 
views  of  his  death,  i'o  alfo  in  the  conihlztior, — ti.ey 
view  him  as  exalted  to  giory  m  lieavc:;^,  the  g5ory 
which  he  kad  with  the  father  before  the  world  v«  as, 
leated  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Majcily  on  high  ||ex- 
altcd  to, fupreme  dominion,  having  -aU  power  in  hea- 
ven and  on  .earth.  §  Being  head  over  ail  things  to  the 
church  ;  ^  glorified  with  the  fathers  ow^n  fclf— hap- 
py in  the  higheft  cxprellions  of  his  love — the  appoin- 
ted Judge  of  the  world,  Who  jRiall  be  "  glorified  in 
;his  faints  and  adnjire^  by  all  thofe  who  believe."  j^ 

The  people  of  God  are  fupported  in  their  alfiiiElions 
:by  the  joyful  hgpe  of  complete  deliverance  from  {in 
and  forrow.  The  worth  of  falvation  is  bat  faintly 
conceived  by  the  nioll  improved  chriftiafs ;  but  thofe 
<livine  views  which  have  been  named,  in  which  God 
manifcfts  himfelf  to  his  people  in  ail!i£lion,  prepare 
them,  in  fome  degree  to  underftand  the  precioiifneis 
cf  Chrifl  ;  the  worth  of  redeeming  grace  ;  and  the 
unfpeakablc  blelTednefs  of  a  portion  in  him;. 

Displays  of  divine  perfection,  ofthe  evil  of  Ixn, the 
wrath  of  God,  &  the  {hlferings  of  Chrill,  confpire 
with  their  particular  feisfe  of  their  own  linfivlnefs, 
to  imprefs  their  hearts  with  the  worth  of  Chriil, 
goipel  grace  ^pardon  and  faivation  ;  and  thus  they 
are  led  to  long  earneftly  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in Jight  ;  to  ''  be  where  Chrift  is,  ^ndto  be- 
hold his  glory."  They  are  prepared  to  receive  the 
strong  confolations  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  ioyfol  hope, 
that:  they  .ihall  fee  hini  as  he  is,  be  made  like  him,  and 
dwell  forever  with  him.     Further, 

God  comforts  his  people  In  their  affiiMons  for  the 

death 
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*death  of  clirifliari  friends,  with  the  joyful 'hope' of 
their  prefent  bleffed  ftate,  and  of  meeting  them  in- 
-Jieaven  and  dwelling  with  them  forever. 

When  wp  have  depolited  in  the  lonefome  grave, 
the  remains  of  our  friends,  who  were  all  that  is  love- 
ly, kind  and  endearing  ;  how  gloomy  is  the  thought 
that  they  are  loll;  forever  1    Loft  to  their  friends,  to 
-  fociety,  to  happinefs  1     But  bleffed  be  God,  chrifti- 
ans  do  not  mourn  for  each  other,  'as  thofe  who  have 
;  no  hope.     But  they  believe   and   are  affured,   that 
4^'  as   fefiis   died  and  rofe   again,    even  fo  thofevvho 
■  ile'ep  in  Jefus,  will  God  bring  with  him."  j|     They 
i  well  know  that  chriftians  when  "  abfent  froni  the 
'  body  arc   prefent   with  the  L,ord."  §     And  by. the 
•  faith  which  is   ■'  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for, 
wand  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen  ;"  they  rejoice 
in  the  perfeftion   and   happinefs   of   their    chriflian 
friends,  in   the  prefence  and  enjoym^ent   of  Chrift, 
which  they  believe  to  be  *■  far   better"  than  their 
moft  improved  ftate  on  earth.  ^     They   are    com- 
forted under  their  own  lofs,  in  the  view  of  the  great 
advantage    derived  to  them.     They  view  them  not 
only  in  a  ftate  of  unfpeakable    felicity   but  of  happy 
improvement    and   fuperior    ufefulnefs,    gloriiying 
their  God  and  Saviour,  and  promoting  the  perfecti- 
on and  felicity  of  their  fellow  faints,  in  a  manner  and 
degree  far  beyond  what  was   compatible  with  their 
•ftate  of  imperfeftion  and  mortality   on   earth,    and 
» they  believe   thern  to  be  making  fwift  advances  in 
■every   thing  excellent   and    lovely;    and  to  be  far 
more  worthy  of  efteem  than  before  their  removal  to 
that  better  world.     This,  ' 

While  faints   are  weeping  for  the  lofs  of  their 

chriftiar^ 
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chriflian  friends,  they  are  comforted  with  the  "prof- 
pe<5t  of  ajoyful  meeting  ;  they  view  the  feparation  jls 
bv  no  means  final.  Witii  this  the  compallionate 
Jefas  comforted  his  difciples,  oppreffed  with  grief  at 
the  profpect  of  his  departure.  "'  Now,"  faid  -he, 
*'  ye  have  forrov/,  but  1  will  fee  yon  again,  and  your 
heart  {liall  rejoice,  and  your  joy  no  man  taketli  from, 
you."  Ij  With  this  they  were  comforted  by  the  x\n- 
gels  at  his  afcenf  on,  "  Ye  men  of  Galilee, ''fay  they, 
*'-  this  fame  Jefus  who  is  taken  up  from  you  into 
heaven,  fliall  fo  come  in  like  manner,  asyehavefeen 
him  go  into  Heaven."  § 

Christians  look  forward  v/ith  joy  to  the  bleffed 
day  of  the  coming  of  their  Lord,  with  all  his  faints. 
At  that  day,  "  thofe  who  ileep  in  Jefus  will-  God 
bring  with  him,  and  all  the  redeemed  dial  I  rejoice 
together.  But  faints  will  not  wait  till  the  fecond 
coming  of  Chrifl;,  to  be  blelTed  in  the  enjoyment  :^f 
their  God  and  Saviour,  and  of  each  other. — ^Thofe 
who  are  now  left  behind,  and  are  mourning  for  their 
departed  friends,  will  foon  be  admitted  to^that  blel^ 
fed  fociety  ;  they  will  lit  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac 
and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  God."         Once  more, 

God's  people  are  comforted  in  all  their  tribuiati- 
Gns,  in  the  profpect  of  the  fecond  coming  of  Chrift, 
the  glorious  refurredlion,  and  complete  bleffedne-fs 
in  heaven. 

Of  all  this  we  have  abundant  evidence  in  the  word 
of  God  :  in  paffages  too  numerous  to  need  particu- 
lar quotation.  The  Hate  of  departed  faints,  though 
exceedingly  bleifed,  will  not  be  complete  till  that 
glorious  day  ;  till  then  they  are  '■  waiting  for  the 
redemption  of  their  body  ;"  then  fliall  '*  moictalitv 

•  '  be 
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foe  r^ailowcd  up  of  life  ;"  the  work  of  redemption 
will  then  be  complete  in  all  its  parts  ;  the  head  of 
the  lerpent  will  be  briiifed^  and  the  feed  of  the 
Wom^n  glorioufly  exalted  above  all  evil ;  faints  fhalf 
be  "  pillars  in  God's  temple  to  go  no  more  out  ;" 
■'■  the  head  ilone  of  it  fliall  be  brought  forth  with 
fliopting,  crying  grace,  grace  to  it  f  forrow  &  death 
ftiall  never  enter,  Chrift  fhall  be  glorious  in  the  fal« 
.  vation  of  his  church,  and  they  fiiail  **  fing  the  new 
:fong  to  him  who  loved  them  and  walhed  thejn  fron? 
their  fins  in  his  own  blood." 

This  (hall  be  the  ifTuc  of  the  forrows  of  the  faints 

on    earth,   through  the  riches  of  that   grace   which. 

flows  to  them  in  all  their  tribulations^  from  *'  God 

even  the  father  of  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  the  father 

..of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  comfort/' 

III.  We  arc  now  to  inquire -ty/zy  God  ii>anifefl:s 
iiimfelf  in  this  manner  to  his  affii£ted  faints. 

A  SUMMARY  view  of  his  ends  in  dealing  with  his 
people,  is  contained  in  the  Apoftle's  addrefs  to  his 
faints  at  Corinth,  jj  "  AH  things  arc  for  your  fakes, 
that  the  abundant  grace,  might  through  the  thaakiV 
.  giving  of  many,  redound  to  the  glory  of  God.*'  But 
it  is  fufficient  to  the  prefent  occafion,  to  illoftratc 
.  thofe  only  wliiph  as^e  mentioned  in  the  text,  which 
are  two. 

1,  God  thus  manifefts  himfelf  to  his  aMi<fVed  peo- 
ple, that  he  may  comfort  them  in  all  their  tribulati- 
ons. 

The  Apoftle  in  our  text,  ftiles  him  **  the  God  of 
all  comfort,"  &  affuresus  that  he  comforts  his  people, 
in  all  their  tribulations .  The  prcceeding  oblervatvo5is 
Jliow  that  he  comforts  them  by  fuch  divine  manifeft- 

atiosis 
II  2  Corinthians  4,  15. 
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alions  as  have  been  named.  From  which  it  appears 
thatthofe  nsanifeftations  are  made  for  this  pm-pofe. 
For  the  agency  df  God  always  accompHlhcs  its  end  ; 
for  he  hath  faid,  and  will  he  not  make  it  good. 
*'  My  counfel  fliall  ftand,  and  i  will  do  all  my  plea- 
fure.  I  Indeed  the  whole  character  and  work  of 
Chriil,  as  it  refpe^sthe  redeemed,  tends  to  this  and 
centers  in  it.  The  language  of  the  whole  is  of  this 
import,  *''  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  Ipeak 
ye  comfortably  to  Jenifalem."  §  *^  In  a  little  wrath 
I  hid  my  face  from  thee  for  a  moment,  but  with  ev- 
crlalling  kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee,  faith 
the  Lord  thy  Redeemer-'*  ^ 

In  how  many  ways  is  it  evident  that  the  defign  of 
God,  in  the  afflictions  of  his  people,  and  in  all  the  ma- 
fiifeilatlons  ©fhimfeif  to  them,  in  their  forrows,  is 
for  their  coniblatiori.  Let  them  know  it  for  their 
good  J  and  be  hnmble  and  thankful. 

2-.  Ak^other  defign  of  God  in  his  manifeftations 
to  his  afflicted  people,  is  that  they  may  be  able  to 
■«o>mfort  thofe  who  are  in  any  trouble  by  the  -comfort 
\'!?^  herewith  they  arc  comforted  of  God.  This  is  af- 
ierted  m  oer  text,  aod  is  implied  in  many  pallages 
of  icripture,  referred  to  above.  As  it  is  the  good 
pleafurc  of  God  to  comfort  his  aiflidred  people,  he  is 
pleafed  that  they  fhoiild  be  like  him  ;  and  all  the 
idivioe  commands  reqiuring  them  to  be  like  their  far- 
ther in  lieaven,  are  commands  to  comfort  their  af- 
RlRcd  brethrei^  ;  in  like  manner  all  tlie  commands  of 
Chrlft  to  theoito  loveoneanother,  imply  this  impor- 
tant duty.  The  exercifes  of  love  and  pity  to  ene-* 
lilies,  necclTarily  involve  it  ;  and  the  aftsof  kindnefs 
to  jpoor;andafi:l-i<5bed  Saints,  &  highly  honored  by  our 

bleiTed 


bl-efied  Saviour  in  liis  dcfcription  of  the  final  judg-^ 
iiient  dire«3:ly  exprefs  it*  j|  Oiir  text  is  not  indeed 
a-  command  to  tiiis  duty,  but  it  really  implies  it.  For. 
it  teaches  us  that  the  defign  of<j,od  in  tiie  afilictions 
of  his  people,  is  to  qualify  them  for  it. 
■  That  their  aftliftions  <&  the  connefted  coRfolations 
are  wellluited  to  this  happy  eile£t  will  appear  from' 
the  following coniiderations. 

1 .  That  chriftian  ferenity  in  afflifted  Saints  which 
is  the  fruit  of  divine  manifeftation,  is  edifying  to  all- 
who  fear  God.  In  ehriftian  ferenity  under  aiiiiftioii 
we  piean  to  comprehend,  all  that  is  implied  in  fub- 
miHion  to  God,  humble  trull,  and  joyful  hope  inhim»: 
Wh^n  this  is  xlifplayed  in  fnfiering  chriilians,  God  is 
honored,  and  his  children  edified— Others  under  af-. 
fliftlGo  are  taught  by  their  example,  and  animated  to 
like  reiignation. 

2.  That  life  of  filial  obedience,  fe]f-dcnial,&  be- 
nevolence which  flows  from  a  heart  comforted  in  aijiic- 
tionby  divine  manifeilations,  is  exceeding!}^  inftrud:-: 
ive  and  beneficial,  to  others.  In  this  way,  they  ''  caufe> 
their  light  to  Ihine  before  others  .;  fo  that  feeing 
their  good  works,  tiiey  may  be  led  to  glorify  their  fa-* 
ther  who  is  in  heaven.''  By  this,  others  *'  take- 
knowledge  of  them,  that  they  have  been  with  Jefus,'' 
&  learn  to  fo-llow  them,  as  they  follow  Chrid:.  And 
thus  is  difFufed  among  many,  the  happy  influence  of 
thofe  divine  manifeilations  which  comfort  their  hearts 
tft  tribulation. 

g.  We  mnftnct  omit  to  obferve  that  in  this  way, 
fufteriag  chriftians  are  qualified  to  comfort  others  in 
trouble  by  inprruciion  and  counjcl.  They  hereby 
learn  the  need  of  fuch  divine  fupportsin  aliiidion — ■ 

they 
11  u'latthew,  25,  31 — 4.6. 
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tliey  know  by  happy  experience  what  is  adapted  to 
give  comfort  to  the  afPiifted.  And  their  hearts  are 
ioftened  by  their  fiiiFerings,  and  confolations  fo  as 
to  feel  the  afHiclions  of  others,  and  defire  to  comfort 
them. 

The  heart  which  never  bled,  is  a  ftranger  to  the 
forrows  of  the  afliided  ;  and  is  not  therefore  qualifi- 
ed to  comfort  others.  And  experience  above  all 
things,  teaches  us  how  to  apply  the  balm  of  divine 
confolation,  to  afflifted  Saints.  Tl'his  alfo  makes  the 
good  man  enter  more  efie£lually  into  the  cafe  of  oth- 
,ers  :  and  feel  it  as. his  own — andprompts  the  ardent 
wifli  to  bear  their  burdens  and  relieve  their  forrows. 

The  mind  of  man  is  evdnentiy  formed  to  be  influ- 
enced by  difcourfe,  efpecially  when  the  heart  is  foft* 
cned  by  aiSiction — when  the  addrefs  is  from  a  friend, 
experienced  in  like  forrows,  loving  and  beloved,  and 
whofe  difcourfe  is  adapted  in  the  wifell  manner, 
to  the  flate  of  the  fufterer.  In  fuch  a  cafe  it  is  em- 
phatically true  that  "  the  words  of  the  v.nfe  are  as 
goads  and  as  nails  faftened  by  the  Mafters  of  AfTem- 
biies,"and  words  thus  fitly  fpoken  are  ''  like  apples 
of  Gold,  in  pk^tures  of  iilver.'' 

We  learn  firil  the  excellency  of  Chrifcianity,  and 
its  divine  origin.  It  is  honorable  to  God,  and  fult- 
able  to  man.  In  the  gofpel  revelation,  we  learn- the 
true  and  onl)''  fource  of  unfailing  confolation.  It  is 
only  to  be  found  in  "  God,  even  the  falherof  our 
Loj'd  |efu5  Chrift,  the  father  of  ine^^jttMflpd:  the 
God  of  all  comfort."  '■'"™^" 

The  falvation  procured  for  fmners  by' the  inter- 
vention   of  the   Pviediator,    is  fuch _  as    to    bring  the 
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highell:  glory  to  God,  &  the  befl  good  to  man.  It 
conuHs  in  union  to  Crod,  and  his  ki'hgdom  ;  and  its 
happy  f'ubjecls  are  prepared  for  the  enjoyment  of 
•that  good,  which  lies  in  fnch  union. 

FRt;,^  thefe  views  of  chriftianity,  it  appears  to  be 
adapted  in  all  fefpeds  to  the  condition  of  man, 
■through  the  whole  of  his  exigence.  It  contains  the 
fovereign  balm  for  the  wounded  heart,  is  adapted 
to  afford  relief  and  comfort  in  diftrefs,  and  fupport 
in  danger  ;  and  this  in  fnch  a  manner,  as  at  once 
•to  difplay  the  perfections  of  God,  and  fufnilh  the 
fubjects  of  his  mercy,  to  diffufe  the  healing  balm  to 
others. 

-  Moreover  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  thofe  di- 
vine confolations  are  no  wliere  to  be  found,-  but  in 
the  facred  fcriptures.  No  other  .religion  has  ever 
been  publiflied,  exhibiting^/z^r/i  a  God  as  the  object 
of  worlhip  and  dependance,  or  fuch  conformity  to 
him  in  man,  or  fuch  a  vvay  for  the  pardon  of  the 
guilty.  None  therefore  can  be  found  adapted  to 
the  cafe  of  the  alliiclied,  or  %vhich  is  able  to  comfort 
diem  in  this  manner  in  all  their  tribulations  ;  or  to 
farniili  them  to  comfort  thofe  vvho  are  in  any  trou- 
ble with  the  comfort  wlierevv^ith  they  are  comfort- 
ed of  God. 

Wrni  the  nioft  unvv-avering  faith  we  may  there- 
fcTre  reit  on  the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  as  a  fcbemc 
which  is  in  the  highePc  degree  excellent,  fupernatu- 
ral  and  divine. 

■  II.  Wii  learn  of  what  importance  it  is  that  we 
are  chriftians  indeed.  If  chriftianity  be  thus  excel^ 
lent  and  divine,  it  is  evidently,  the  only  religion 
which  is  fo,  and  from  many  things  already  mention- 
ed,  it  is  manifell  that    we    niuft  be  ftrangers  to  the 
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confoiations  which  have  been  deferibe4;  unlefs  U 
fpirit  of  chriftianity  govern  our  hearts,-  The  con-, 
liitution  of  the  goipcl  exchides  fj-om  the  blef- 
fings  and  joys  of  chriftianity,  all  thofe  v/ho  rejeA" 
the  faving  truth,  or  do  not  receive  it  in  the  love  of 
it.  By.  the  Author  of  chriftianity  we  arcafTured,. 
that  **  he  who  believeith  (hall  be  faved,  but  he  who 
believeth  not  ihall  be  damned  ;"  and  the  divine  dc?- 
termination  in  this  matter  is  not  arbitrary. 

The   nature    of  the    cafe    excludes    unbelievers 
from  the   joys  of  chriftianity.     This   will  be  found' 
true  to  whatever  circumftances  we  apply  the  obfer-, 
vation,    as  well  as  in  the  particulars   confidered    in 
this  difcourfe.     A  view  of  the  comfort   derived  to 
affli6l,ed    faints,    from   t^he    various   divine    difplays 
which  have  been  mentioned,  abiandjantly  proves  that 
the  fpirit  of  chriftianity  exifting  in  the  mind,  is  ef- 
fential  to  that  comfort,  and  without  it,  no  fupport 
can  be  enjoyed  from  thofe  divine  dirpla3v'So    The  Be- 
ing,   perfedlions,    and  prefence   of  God   ir.anifeRed 
clearly  to  the  mind,  can  give  no  confolatioa  to  one. 
who  i^   Gpp.ofed  to  him,  but  mull:   rather  i:.z]d  to  his 
d'iftrefs.     The  fame   may  be   obiervcd  of  all  divine 
manifeftations   to  the  impenitent^      Not    in   ndverfi- 
ty  only,  but   in  all  conditions'  Andifu3ch   be    ibe. 
cafe  in  the  prefent    life,   under  the   d-lpenlation  of: 
grace,  how   awful  rn.uft  it  be  in  the  world  to  come, 
where  the  wicked  are  forfaken  of  God,  ;::,ivcfi  up  lO; 
themlelves,  and  the   hope    of  recontilkkon  know  n 
no  more  I  How    important  are  fnch  adraonitirti]?.  ac- 
the    following,    when  addrcisbd  to  iliciu    (Vom    \ht 
word  of  God.      ^'  4<'qna5r.v   now-    thvicif  wirh  h'm 
and  be  at  peace,   that   fo  p:ood   rnav  conif  lo  thcc/'' 
''*  Torday  if  ye  will  hpur  hi-:  voice,  hard?ii  j-iot  vour 
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hearts."     "  Behold  now    is  the    accepted  thne,  be- 
hold now  is  the  day  of  falvation." 

The  vaft  importance  of  our  reconciliation  to 
God,  can  be  eftimated  by  nothing  fhort  of  the  worth 
of  the  foul  ;  the  unknown  price  of  our  redemption, 
by  the  blood  of  the  crols,  can  only  exhibit  it. 

Let  no  one  negle6l  this  important  concern',  this 
only  objeft  of  weight  to  man.  Efpecially  as  the 
time  is  (hort,  and  when  a  few  days  are  come,  we 
mufl  all  go  the  way  whence  we  fhaJl  Rot  return. 
The  words  of  the  divine  Jefus,  addreifed  on  a  parti- 
cular occahon  to  one,  are  applicable  to  ail.  "  What 
thou  doeft,  do  quickly." 

III.  This  fubjeft  teaches  us  how  to  comfort  one 
another  in  our  lorrows.  We  muft  prefent  to  the 
afllidied,  the  amiable  and  divinely  fupporting  ob- 
jects furniflied  by  chriftianity.  This  mull  be  done 
by  our  example  under  luifering,  our  fympathy  with 
the  afflicted,  our  inftrudions,  and  our  prayers. 

Much  is  effected  for  the  honor  of  chriftianity,  by 
the  exercife  of  that  humility  and  refignation  which 
the  gofpel  dictates  and  infpires.  There  is  a  calm  and 
patient  fortitude,  difplayedin  fome  inftances,  by  fuf- 
fcring  chriftians,  which  is  wholly  inimitable  by  tlie 
men  of  the  world.  The  unfeeling  refolution,  and 
ftubborn  firmnefs  of  infidelity,  bears  no  relation  to  it. 
Nor  is  it  in  the  leaft  degree  oppofed  to  the  tender  e- 
motions  of  the  feeling  heart.  **  Jefus  vv^ept'''at  the 
grave  of  his  friend,  and  fouls  like  his,  pofTeffed  of  the 
fined  feelings  of  humanity  and  benevolence,  may 
drop  the  tear  of  forrow,  but  it  will  be  alfo  the  tear 
of  fubmiflion.  None  but  thofe  who  have  learned  of 
Chrifl;  arethefubjeas  of  it.  Thofe  only  poiTefs  it 
who  have    "   learned  in  whatfoever  fiate  they  arc, 
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therewith  to  be  content  :"  who  though ''  poor,  are 
making  many  rich,  and  as  having  nothing  arc  yet  pof- 
lefling  all  things."  Add  to  this,  the  foothing  balm  of 
chriftian  fympathy,  which  has  its  own  expreflions,  and 
finds  its  way  to  the  wounded  'heart.  This  is  exerted 
in  a  thoufand  ways,  as  particular  circumftances  in- 
fpire,  but  the  more  open  and  vifible,  are  fuch  as  the 
bleffed  Jeius  has  condefcendrsd  to  honor  as  done  to 
himl'elf,  in  thofe  memorable  words  which  he  has  af- 
fured  us  he  will  pronounce  to  fuch  feeling,  benevo- 
lent fpirits,  on  the  mofl  public  occafion — "  Then 
fliali  the  King  fay  to  thofe  on  his  right  hand  :  Come 
yc  bleiled  of  my  father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  ;  For  I 
was  an  hungred  and  ye  gave  me  meat,  I  was  thirfly 
and  ye  gave  me  drink.  I  wasaftranger  and  ye  took 
nie  in.  Naked  and  ye  clothed  me.  I  was  fick  and 
ye  vifited  me,  I  was  in  prifon  and  ye  came  to  me. 

For  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  in  as  much  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  lead  of  thefe  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  to  me."  § 

We  muft  comfort  the  affiicled  by  fpeaking  tQ  their 
hearts.  We  are  to  comfort  othjers  with  the  comforts 
wherewith  we  ourfelves  are  comforted  of  (jod." 
■ — Experienced  in  the  fchool  of  forrow,  and  having 
found  fnpport  from  the  word  of  Cod,  as  difphaying 
his  perfed:ions,  his  government  and  grace.  W'^.  are 
to  reprefent  him  in  this  amiable  and  divine  ligiht  to 
others,  if  they  are  in  a  temper  to  receive  divine  con- 
folation,  their  hearts  will  be  comforted  and  thev  will 
become  *'  though  as  forrowful,  yet  always  rejoi- 
cing." Thefe  divine  manifeftations  will  be  a  favour 
of  life  to  them,  &  our  faithful  exertions  for  theircon- 
folation,  will  be  unto  God  a  hveet  favoui^'-cf  Chriil. 
§  Matthew,  25,  ^4.  5,  6— 40.  Ouil 
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Our  confolations  are  alfo  to  be  extended  by  our 
prayers — great  is  this  privilege  in  a  time  of  affliction, 
Numerous  are  thebleflings  whichx  God  has  gracioufiy 
beftowed  in  anfwer  to  prayer.  Afflicted  Saints  are 
comforted  by  the, prayers  of  chriftian  friends  ;  as  it 
is  one  method  of  chriftian  fellowfhip,  impreffions  are 
hereby  wrought  on  their  hearts,  of  thofe  divine  truths, 
which  are  adapted  to  comfort  them  ;  and  as  this  is 
God's  inflitution,  he  hears  the  prayers  of  his  children, 
forthe  afflidied,  and  anfwers  them.  Let  chriflians 
therefore  be  always  ready  to  comfort  thofe  who  are 
inany  trouble,  with  the  comforts  vv^herewith  they  arc 
comforted  of  God. 

IV.  This  fubje<St  teaches  us  the  extenfive  benefit 
to  thepaflor  of  this  church,  and  to  the  pe'ople  of  his 
charge  ;  which  may  be  derived  froni  the  deep  afflicti- 
on, which  has  occalioned  tliefe  meditations. 

The  great  object  of  living  is  to  be  acquainted  with 
God,  and  prepared  for  his  kingdom.  The  man  who 
devotes  his  life  to  the  fervice  of  God  and  the  good  of 
men,  obtains  this  obje£l.  Thofe  events  which  arc 
conducive  to  this,  on  the  whole  are  the  moft  happy.  A 
life  of  pleafure  in  created  enjoyments  is  by  no  means 
adapted  to  this  end.  Few  have  attained  to  tliat  fub- 
lime  pitch  of  chriftian  holinefs,  that  profperity  is 
not  dangerous.  The  moft  improved  Saints  have 
drank  deeply  of  the  cup  of  forrow  and  been  benefited 
by  it.  Abraham,  Mofes,  Job  and  David  with  many 
others,  are  inftances  of  this,  under  the  ancient  dif» 
pentation.  And  the  Apoftles  and  primitive  chriftians 
under  the  new.  Good  men  through  all  ages  have 
been  partakers  in  aifliction — and  ftiall  v/e  be  exempt-? 
ed  ?  In  this  world  faid  the  divine  Jefus  to  his  difci» 
pics, ye ihall have  tribulation  3  audit  has  always  tur- 
ned. 
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Tied  to  their  benefit.  Such  will  be  the  ifTue  in  the  pre- 
lent  inftance,  if  it  be  wifely  improved  ;  affliclions  are 
•beneficial  to  all  who  duly  improve  them.  But  in  no 
cafe  more  fo  than  to  the  chriflian  minifter.  He  is 
fetfdr  the  defence  of  the  gofpel,  his  life  and  prcfelli- 
on  are  diredued  to  converfe  with  the  holy  fcriptures, 
the  ftiidy  of  religion,  the  exercife  of  devotion,  and  the 
difFulion  of  chriilianity.  Whatever  improves  him  in 
divine  knowledge  and  engages  him  in  the  duties  of 
'  his  profeifion,  is  highly  beneficial,  efpecially  as  the 
fouls  of  his  people  are  committed  to  his  charge. 
And  their  fpiritual  improvement  juflly  hoped  from 
his  labours. 

The  fuccefs  of  his  minifbry  may  be  expected  to 
bear  fome  proportion  to  the  wifdom  and  fidelity  of 
his  exertions o  Thefe  v/ili  be  greater  in  confequencd 
of  his  afflictions.  For  this  we  have  the  experience 
of  our  Apoftle  recorded  in  the  text,  which  he  declares 
in  his  ov/n  name,  and  in  that  of  his  brethren.  He  af- 
fares  us  the  comforts  they  derived  from  the  God  of 
all  comfort,  were  particularly  deiigned  for  the  good 
of  others,  even  that  they  might  "  comfort  thole 
who  are  in  any  trouble,  with  the  comfort  with  which 
they  were  comforted  of  God. ^'  The  chriflian  mini- 
iler  who  is  called  to  drink  deep  of  the  cup  of  forrow 
and  wifely  improves  it,  makes  happy  advances  in  di- 
vine knowledge.  He  knows  by  experience  that  the 
ever  bleffed  God  is  the  father  of  mercies  and  the  God 
of  all  comfort.,  He  is  weaned  from  this  world,  and 
haf?  his  converfation  in  heaven.  He  loves  the  befl 
interefc  of  his  people  .;  and  experience  has  taught 
him  how  to  "  comfort  the  mourners,"  and  *'  fpeak 
a  comfortable  word  in  feafon  to  him  who  is  weary.-'' 
-     All  this,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  verified  in  the  inflance 

before 


(     3^     ) 

before  us,  the  pafhorof  this  church  will  know  more  of 
the  divine  fubieis,  the;  evil  of  fm,  the  perfection  of  di- 
vine p,overnment,  th<e  infafficiency  of  earthly  enjoy- 
jnents,  and  the  fulilcaency  andprecioufnefs  of  Chrift. 
The  worth  of  the  foal  and  of  heaven,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  eternity.  His  love  to  his  people,  and  de- 
fircs  for  their  bed  interert  v/ill  be  proportionably  en- 
larged, i^nd  he  will  enter  into  their  forrows,  and 
take  part  in  their  al^iclions  in  a  manner  and  degree 
unexperienced  before.  As  the  fruit  of  this,  his  inter- 
ceilions  for  them  at  t^ic  throne  of  grace  will  be  more 
ardent,  and  perpetual — and  his  faith  more  perfeve- 
rinjy.  His  life  will  be  more  exemplary  aod  enga- 
ging ;  his  public  inO: ructions,  and  addfeffes  will  be 
more  eminently  adapted,  to  difplay  the  interefting 
trutlis  and  duties  of  ciiriltianity,  and  bring  them  home 
to  the  heart.  By  wliich  the  av/ful  and  amiable  gof- 
pel- will  be  commended  to  every  man's  confcience  in 
the  iig-'ht  of  God  ;"aiid  the  moil  folemn  and  endear- 
ing; arguments  preiented,  to  perfuade  finners  to  be 
reconciled  to  him. 

The  bleifcd  fruits  of  his  prefent  forraws  are  alio 
to  be  expected  in  lils  private    conferences   with   his 
-people,   and  efpecially  with  the  afRitled.     Knowing 
•by  experience  -the  heart  of  forrow,  he  will  be    able 
-to  foeak  a  word  in  feafon^  and  his  addrefl'es   will  be 
adapted  to   the  feelings    of  the   afflicted.     By  this 
means  the  truths  which  are  fuited  to  their  cafe  will 
have    the  more  ready  accefs  to  their  hearts,  he  will 
fit  among  them,  as  one  who  comforteth  the  mourn- 
ers, §   and  by  the   divine   bleffing   be   will    comfort 
thofe   who    are    in    aiiy    trouble   v>.'ith   the   comfort 
wherewith  lie  himfclf  is  comforted  cf  God- 
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Under  facli  ridvantages,  wiftly  improved,  ^how 
cxtenfive  miiii:  be  the  benefit  to  this  people  1  Afflic-'- 
tions  not  onl v  foften  the  heart  of  the  immediate  fuf-* 
ferer  but  extite  enlotioiis  of  fympathetic  friendihip 
in  others.  This  whole  congregation  muft  be  iup- 
poled  to  bear  a  part  in  the  forrows  of  this  day,  and 
to  have  a  more  affectionate  attachment  to  their  mi- 
iiifter.  By  this  mean  they  will  receive  his  inftracli= 
ons  and  warnings  with  a  more  earneft  folicitacle;; 
and  his  exertions  for  their  benefit  will,  have  the 
more  happy  fncccfs.'  In  liov/ mariv  ways  may  tliis 
people  derive  benefit  from  the-  airiiciiionG'  of  their 
pafior,  if  they  are  wife  for  themfelves,  and  negleo: 
not  tlie  price  in  tlieir  hands  to  get  wifclom.  Ey 
this  they  will  do  hbnorto  God,  they  v/ill  raoH  ef- 
feftiialiy  comfort  the  heart  of  their  affiictecl  pallor, 
derive  the  greatefl  advantage  to  themfelves,  and 
leave  the  moii:  excellent  exam.ple  to  tlieir  children. 
Eut  fliould  this  divine  warning  be  neglecled  by  any, 
liow  great  will  be  their  lofs  1  Hovi^ever,  the  golbel 
in  its  miniftrations  in  this  place,  will  be  "^  a  fv/eet; 
favour  of  Chrift  unto  God,  in  thofe  who  are  faved 
and  in  thofe  who  perilh  ;"  therefore,  let  theafflifted 
paftor  in  this  place  be  comforted,,  and  "  endure 
liardnefs  as  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrift/'  Though 
friends  on  earth  are  removed,  the  heavenly  friend, 
the  "  chief  Shepherd"  die'th  no  more  ;  he  is  prefent 
with  his  fervants  in'  their  labours  a,nd  forrow^s,  and 
will  never  leave  them  nor  forfake  them. 

The  beloved  partner  too,  wliofe  removal  is-fo 
painful,  is  not  dead  but  fieepeth — he  doubts  not 
that  £aQ  is  deeping  in  lefuS— ^entered  into  reft — wal- 
king in  her  righteouf'scili  ;  that  fhe  is  even  now  pre- 
fent with  tlie  Lord,   waiting  for  the  redemption  of 
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her  body.  He  will  not  therefore,  lorrow  as  thofe 
who  have  no  hope,  being  well  allured  that  as  Jefus 
died  and  role  again,  even  fo  them  alfo  who  fleep  in 
Jefus  will  God  bring  with  him  ;  then  Ihall  chriftian 
friends  meet  and  rejoice  in  the  perfeftion  of  love, 
and  be  ever  with  the  Lord. 

Let  us  then  *'  bear  one  anothers  burdens  and  fo 
fulfil  the  law  of  Chrifl,"  and  fland  in  readinefs  for 
our  removal  to  that  world  where  fuch  numbers  of 
our  deareft  friends  are  already  arrived  ;  then  we 
may  ''  comfort  one  another  v/ith  thefe  words,  .and 
fhall  be  able  to  comfort  thofe  Vv-ho  are  in  trouble 
vt^ith  the  comfort  wherewith  we  ourfelves  are  com- 
forted of  God  'y'  and  when  the  time  of  our  depart- 
ure fhall  arrive,  we  ftiall  be  reunited  to  our  dcarefi: 
friends  in  the  fociety  of  iove^  and  fhall  be  ever  with 
the  Lord. 


THE  END. 


